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FlixBus expands UK offer and starts first 

connections to Scotland  
 

++ 60+ direct routes and 36 stops in FlixBus’s domestic network from July 15 
++ Edinburgh and Glasgow as first Scottish destinations in Flix-network 
++ Popular UK holiday spots, such as Bath, are among the new destinations 
++ Recent fundraising of over $650M to further expand within the UK 
 
London, July 15, 2021 – FlixBus, the UK’s fastest-growing and most innovative intercity-coach 
provider, is expanding yet again. After successfully re-launching a domestic network in April 2021 
and a first expansion mid-May, the overall demand for travel is growing and more people across 
the UK are longing to travel in the bright green coaches. From July 15, the company will expand 
its service to 10 new UK-destinations, including its first two stops in Scotland and other popular 
domestic holiday destinations. 
 
Offering affordable and convenient travelling to an even broader target group 
 
Andreas Schorling, Managing Director FlixBus UK: “We’ve had a fantastic start of operations and 
have really enjoyed enabling people to travel again in these last three months. This is a great 
time for people in the UK to discover their own country and do so sustainably travelling by coach. 
Our new offer includes even more cities, and our modern coaches serve the existing destinations 
more frequently. We are especially excited to travel even further afield and expand to Scotland.” 
 
Starting July 15, FlixBus will offer more than 60 routes across 36 cities in the UK with prices 
starting at £0.99. This is the company’s biggest expansion in the UK so far and follows just three 
months after re-launching its operations in April 2021. The new cities are Bath, Chesterfield, 
Chippenham, Coventry, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leamington Spa, Newcastle, Reading and 
Sunderland. 
 
Cooperating with local coach partners  
 
Scotland is a brand-new addition to the continuously extending FlixBus network that already 
covers cities from the East Midlands, West Midlands, Yorkshire, North West, South West and 
Wales. The entire FlixBus network is comprised of and driven by regional coach partners across 
the country such as McGill’s based in the west of Scotland.  
 
James Easdale, chairman, McGill’s Group, said: “We are delighted to be entering into partnership 
with FlixBus to deliver their very first route from Scotland down to London. This is McGill’s first 
move into long-distance bus travel and we have assembled a team of highly experience long 
distance express drivers and invested substantially in new Volvo 9700 coaches for the service. 
FlixBus is a huge brand that is synonymous with intercity bus travel in Europe and the United 
States and everyone at McGill’s is looking forward to working to build their presence in Scotland 
and the rest of the UK.” 
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Recent fundraising of $650M+ to build the UK’s best coach offering 
 
Early June 2021, the company announced its newly closed funding round of $650M. These funds 
shall be used for expanding FlixBus’ offering across multiple new and existing markets. A 
significant share is meant to fund the UK’s expansion and the aim, to build the largest network 
by 2025. Andreas Schorling: “Where coach travel is already very popular across the UK, we believe 
that the market still has the potential to grow. Thus far, we have received strong support from 
the industry to bring in an alternative and a new player that is approaching operators as partners.” 
 
Strict hygiene regulations to ensure a safe journey 
 

The safety and well-being of passengers, drivers, employees, and community is the top priority. 
Preventive measures stay in force on all vehicles. FlixBus and its bus partners have implemented 
measures such as extra ventilation, thoroughly sanitizing of the coaches after every trip, and 
more to ensure a safe journey. More information about the safety guidelines can be found here. 
 
New stops: 
 

1. Bath 
2. Chesterfield 
3. Chippenham 
4. Coventry 
5. Edinburgh 
6. Glasgow 
7. Leamington Spa 
8. Newcastle 
9. Reading 
10. Sunderland 

 

      

Additional photos and b-roll available upon request or in our media library.  
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*** 
About FlixBus 
FlixMobility is a mobility provider, offering new alternatives for convenient, affordable and environmentally-friendly travel via the 

FlixBus and FlixTrain brands. Thanks to a unique business model and innovative technology, the startup has quickly established 

Europe's largest long-distance coach network and launched the first green long-distance trains in 2018 as well as a pilot project 

for all-electric coaches in Germany and France. Since 2013, FlixMobility has changed the way over 100 million people have 

traveled throughout Europe and created thousands of new jobs in the mobility industry. In 2018, FlixMobility launched FlixBus 

USA to bring this new travel alternative to the United States. 

 
From locations throughout Europe and the United States, the FlixTeam handles technology development, network planning, 

operations control, marketing & sales, quality management and continuous product expansion. The daily scheduled service and 

green FlixBus fleet is managed by coach partners from regional SMEs, while FlixTrain operates in cooperation with private train 

companies. Through these partnerships, innovation, entrepreneurial spirit and a strong international brand meet the experience 

and quality of tradition. The unique combination of technology start-up, e-commerce platform and classic transport company has 

positioned FlixMobility as a leader against major international corporations, permanently changing the American & European 

mobility landscape.  

About McGill’s 

Founded in 1933, McGill's has depots in Greenock, Inchinnan, Johnstone and Coatbridge. In late 2020, McGill’s purchased Xplore 

Dundee from National Express. McGill’s prides itself on high-level customer service and invests heavily in the new vehicles, driver 

training and development. The company has an in-house driver training academy in Johnstone. McGill’s worked closely with the 

Prince's Trust on the 'Get Into Bus Engineering' scheme, to allow younger workers an opportunity to become engineers with 

McGill's. The company is also accredited as an Investor in Young People. McGill's Bus Service Limited is registered in Scotland 

(SC027238).  

About Sandy and James Easdale: 

McGill’s Bus Service Ltd is owned by Arranglen Ltd, the investment vehicle of the Easdale family. Its interests include 

manufacturing of windows and glass, high grade office properties, land investments, the Saveheat Group and vehicle fleet lease 

and repair companies.  In the last 12 months, the Easdales have brought forward construction and property projects worth more 

than £450million. 

They are the driving force behind a huge £250 million, 850-home housing development at a 130-acre site in Glenrothes. The 

development, featuring 850 new homes, a care home, retirement village, commercial, retail and leisure space, has been approved 

by Fife Council. The family have also unveiled a £100m plan for 400 new homes at the former IBM site in Greenock which will 

create 500 jobs. The site is currently awaiting planning permission by Inverclyde Council. 

In autumn 2020, Sandy & James also announced the purchase of the landmark former Watt Brothers department store in 

Glasgow in a rejuvenation plan expected to cost more than £20million. 

 

 

 

mailto:press@flixbus.co.uk

